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New Friends Are Always Welcome

What better way for the Friends of Merrimack Valley Hospice to 
launch itself as a vibrant group of people coming together to 
support the importance of quality of life than a celebration of 
springtime!

Led by Friends Group president, Steven Janavicus of Flowers by 
Steve, a “Spring has Sprung” brunch and floral demonstration 
brought more than 125 guests together on April 6th to kick off 
the first of future annual springtime events to benefit the many 
services of hospice and Merrimack Valley Hospice House.

Thanks to the many who joined us for this festive and colorful 
morning that helped to raise $9,500 which will go to meeting the 
need for subsidized care, bereavement programs and other services. 
We look forward to seeing you all again next year!

Friends of Merrimack Valley Hospice BlossomsIf you are familiar with Home 
Health VNA, Merrimack 
Valley Hospice, or HomeCare, 
Inc., you know the agencies 
of Home Health Foundation. 
Together, these three not-
for-profit health and home 
care providers are a family 
of not-for-profit agencies, 
committed to caring for 
those of all ages, in the many 
places they call home.
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The Friends of Merrimack Valley Hospice invite you to 
become a Charter Member of their new auxiliary 
group! The Friends Group is an all-volunteer organiza-
tion that formed in April 2014. It was started by a 
passionate group of individuals who were touched by 
the work of Merrimack Valley Hospice and Mer-
rimack Valley Hospice House and wanted to do 
something to help. 

Talking to people during A Compassionate Journey, 
the fundraising campaign for the recent expansion 
of Merrimack Valley Hospice House, many said 
that more people need to know about it and hospice 
in general – before they need it. They also said 
that whether or not there was a special fundraising 
project, talking about the Hospice House and fun-
draising for it should happen all the time – helping 
to support charitable care at the Hospice House, 
bereavement support programs, and other services 
that add to quality of life for patients and their fami-
lies moving forward.

It’s easy to join!
An annual membership donation gets you started – 

your contribution goes to helping fund hospice and 
you’ll be connected to events and happenings that 
support Merrimack Valley Hospice. You can also 
share ideas, your time or your talent as you wish – 
start a bake sale, help with a volunteer project that 
needs some extra hands or a talent, whatever you 
might like to do.

In celebration of Merrimack Valley Hospice House's 
5th Anniversary, sign up in 2014 and you’ll be a 
Charter Member with a donation of just $30 for an 
individual and $50 for a household for this special 
year.

Information and membership registration is available 
online at www.merrimackvalleyhospice.org/friends 
or contact Lauren Brousseau at 978-552-4927 or 
friendsmvh@homehealthfoundation.org with any 
questions.

We hope you’ll join in helping others learn just how 
special Merrimack Valley Hospice and the Hospice 
House is!



With the kindness and generosity of people like you, we are able to 
offer the scope of services and quality of care that every patient needs 
and deserves. For nearly 110 years, charitable support has provided us 
with the ability to serve all patients. It allows us to deliver the most 
effective treatments and have the high level of training to properly 
tend to the unique needs of our most complex patients. 

Thanks to you, we remain a valued partner in local healthcare today 
– trusted by local hospitals, physicians, councils on aging and elder 
services, and assisted living communities to provide quality care in 
the homes of those throughout the many communities we serve. We 
thank you.

You are a Valued Partner in Caring

Third party fundraisers, events held by others to benefit our 
organization, make a big difference in terms of donations 
and awareness of the availability of resources. Recently, Mr. 
Glenn Prezzano, publisher of Merrimack Valley Magazine, 
used that publication’s annual awards night to highlight 
the best of the area’s many great shops, eateries, services, as 
well as share the importance of Merrimack Valley Hospice 
House. Prezzano promoted and held a raffle to benefit the 
Hospice House which serves the many communities where 
the publication’s readers and advertisers reside.

There are many groups, formal or informal, who are inspired 
to help. Each August, the East Coast Camaro Club holds 
their annual All Vehicle Car Show to benefit Merrimack 
Valley Hospice. The Plaistow Lions Club recently held a 
motorcycle raffle to help fund the new wing built at the 
Hospice House. The Sons of Italy in Methuen donate a 
portion of the proceeds from their Memorial Day Road Race 
each year to hospice. And this October, Keon’s 105 Bistro 
of Haverhill will host a Wine Dinner to benefit the Hospice 
House. From students hosting softball tournaments and 
lemonade-stands to retailers’ “shopping nights” and other 
ways to get the word out, we are so grateful to those in the 
community who help to raise funds and awareness.

We are grateful for the support of all who share the impor-
tance of our agencies - Home Health VNA, Merrimack 
Valley Hospice and HomeCare, Inc., in whatever way they 
can, so that these services are available to all, whenever 
needed. 

Support Comes from Many 
Sources:
Third Party Events Have Impact

Bereavement support - it’s a valuable resource for successfully coping 
with a loss, and yet, it’s about looking forward. Participating in a 
support group often begins during a period of sadness – a time that 
someone may feel alone in their grief, uncertainty, or guilt. For young 
adults, seniors, or children; those who lost a partner, a parent or a child; 
each program offered by Merrimack Valley Hospice creates a safe envi-
ronment for participants to feel comfortable talking about loss. With 
the guidance of professional bereavement counselors, social workers, 
therapists and trained volunteers, during regular meetings attendees can 
ask questions, learn about the grief process, find ways to express feel-
ings, normalize their expression of grief, learn positive coping skills and 
find creative ways to memorialize the 
loss of someone.

But support groups also offer a chance 
for people to connect with others who 
may be experiencing similar feelings or 
facing common challenges. They present 
an opportunity for people to be happy 
with each other as they begin to look 
ahead and often new friendships are 
formed. One of the groups that started 
as a weekly meeting with the bereave-
ment counselor, turned into a regular 
gathering of friends who three years later still get together on Tuesday 
evenings for social outings. “I’ve done things I would never have done 
before!” said Ann, one of the members recounting the many different 
things they enjoyed. They all agree that having those who know what 
you've been through makes it easier to move forward.

Finding New Tomorrows:
From Support Group to Good Friends

Finding New Tomorrows continued on inside flap



You are a Valued Partner in Caring

For true success, it takes a village or a community, to work together; especially with meeting the 
needs of a large and diversely populated region. The agencies of Home Health Foundation’s annual 
Legacy of Leading pays tribute to those who show great support of the health and wellbeing of the 
Greater Merrimack Valley as well as a partnership and commitment to our organization’s long-
standing mission.

This April, Thomas Mortimer, President and CEO of Haverhill Bank and Naomi Prendergast, 
President and CEO of D’Youville Life and Wellness Community were celebrated at the event held at 
Andover Country Club. Each of these leaders have had an incredible impact on the quality of life for 
those who live and work in the towns we mutually serve. Working together to achieve a network of 
coordinated care, where people receive appropriate care.

Thanks to the 250 guests who attended this award ceremony and acknowledged our combined 
efforts within the community, we are able to provide care to so many in the community. Lead 
sponsor Pentucket Bank and Benefactor Sponsors Byram Healthcare, Flowers by Steve, Haverhill 
Bank, and other supporters and patrons helped to raise $70,000 which will enable Home Health 
VNA, Merrimack Valley Hospice, and HomeCare, Inc. to continue meeting the needs of the patients 
in more than 100 communities.

“Bringing together so many people from a variety of industries and areas of the larger region we serve 
and seeing all the connection points that are shared – for the benefit of those we serve is inspiring,” 
says John Albert, President and CEO of Home Health Foundation. “When you realize how much we 
can accomplish together, you see the real value of our efforts is greater than the sum of our parts.”

Honoring our Partners in the Community with 
the Legacy of Leading

Donate your Used Vehicle Today!

Remembering a Friend with a Gift for Others
Noreen Kelly Ellis was an avid quilter with friends who shared her passion for stitching beautiful 
textiles together. Upon her passing at Merrimack Valley Hospice House in December 2012, Noreen’s 
friends Mary Ellen Chatigny, Jan Hadley, Kay Sample and Meg Gavin got busy and, with the fabrics 
that their friend had chosen and prepared, carried out her wishes – creating 15 beautiful quilts for 
those who would be cared for at Merrimack Valley Hospice House.

The handmade quilts and afghans on each bed at Merrimack Valley Hospice House have been made 
with love, often by someone touched previously by the comfort that this special place had for a loved 
one. We are grateful for the kindness and compassion those quilts represent, a gift for those who will 
turn to Merrimack Valley Hospice House for care, comfort and dignity during such a significant 
time in life.

*Please contact the Development Office at 978-552-4525 before planning to donate any item to 
Merrimack Valley Hospice House to determine if it can be accepted.

Did you know that the agencies of the Home Health Foundation participate in a Vehicle Donation 
Program? Donate your car, truck, van, boat with trailer, RV or motorcycle, in any condition. We 
receive the value of the vehicle as your donation, you get a tax deduction!

It’s easy! Go to www.donateforcharity.com or call (866) 392-4483 for more information or to 
arrange a pick-up anywhere nationwide. Let them know you would specifically like your donation to 
go to: Home Health VNA, Merrimack Valley Hospice or HomeCare, Inc. 

Friends of Noreen Kelly Ellis presented 15 
handcrafted quilts one year after her passing at 
Merrimack Valley Hospice House. Perhaps one 
comforted you or a loved one.



One by One, Reaching our 
Goal Together
We are so grateful for the wide-reaching support 
that has brought us closer to the goal of raising $2 
million to support the expansion of Merrimack 
Valley Hospice House. We are almost there and you 
can help!

When Merrimack Valley Hospice House opened 
in 2009 with 14 suites, it had a huge impact on the 
lives of our patients and on the continuum of care for 
the community. We began A Compassionate Journey, 
a special fundraising campaign to build a third 
wing and provide the corresponding services for the 
additional patients and their families.
 
If you have contributed to his special project, we 
thank you. If you have not yet participated in A 
Compassionate Journey campaign, now is the time to 
join in! Donations of every size will help reach the 
goal and complete the project.

Naming opportunities, up to and including the name 
of the Hospice House, are available. For information 
about giving levels that qualify for name recognition, 
please call Donna at 978-552-4162. 

For over a century, Home Health VNA has been an important part of the 
health of the Merrimack Valley. Each year Merrimack Valley Chamber of 
Commerce (MVCC) celebrates local businesses in a variety of categories. 
This June the agency was presented with the 2014 MVCC Business Award 
in the category of Healthcare. This award recognizes the agency as a leader 
in the local healthcare community and celebrates its accomplishments and 
successes.

“It is a great honor to be recognized by 
the Chamber for the critically important 
home healthcare we provide throughout the 
Merrimack Valley and beyond,” said Karen 
Gomes, Vice President Clinical Services. 
“Home Health VNA is one of the most 
respected home healthcare agencies in the 
region and we are committed to quality 
services and optimal patient care.”

Be proud! Your generosity to Home Health 
VNA and the agencies of Home Health 
Foundation helps to ensure the quality and availability of our services to as 
many as 3,500 patients each day.

Home Health VNA Honored in the Valley

Don’t miss this annual fundraiser to 
benefit Merrimack Valley Hospice. 
Check out cars and more at the 
East Coast Camaro Club's annual 
All-Vehicle Show on Sunday, August 
24th (rain or shine) in Hudson, NH. 
For details see the Special Events 
Calendar or visit www.EastCoastCa-
maroClub.com for more information 
about this family-friendly outdoor 
event!

East Coast Camaro 
Club Hosts Benefit 
Car Show!

Like to shop? Want to save money? 
You can do both and make a differ-
ence!

Make a $5 donation to Home 
Health VNA or Merrimack Valley 
Hospice and receive a Macy’s Shop 
for a Cause savings pass that gives 
you 25% off all your purchases at 
any Macy’s nationwide on Saturday, 
August 23rd. 

Get your passes online today at 
www.homehealthvna.org/shop or 
www.merrimackvalleyhospice.org/
shop

Shop for a Cause

†No purchase necessary. One winner per store. Odds of winning depend on the number of 
entries per store.One entry per customer, please. Employees of Macy’s and their immediate 
families are not eligible. You need not be present at drawing to win. Any taxes associated with 
the prize are the sole responsibility of the winner. Winner must be 18 years of age or older.  
Prize not transferable or redeemable for cash. Certain restrictions apply. See official rules for 
details. Official rules, including alternate means of entry, are available at your local Macy’s store.  
Valid only Saturday, August 23, 2014.

*SHOP FOR A CAUSE discount applies to sale, clearance and regular prices, with exceptions listed. EXTRA 10% off applies 
to electrics, electronics, watches, furniture, mattresses and rugs/floor coverings.  EXCLUDES: Everyday Values (EDV), Specials, 
Superbuys, Doorbusters, Deals of the Day, cosmetics/fragrances, athletic shoes for him, her & kids, Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift 
cards, jewelry trunk shows, New Era, Nike on Field, previous purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., special purchases, 
services. Excludes macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer except opening a new 
Macy’s account. EXTRA SAVINGS % APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES.  Present this pass at register. Discount valid 8/23/14 only.

Enter For Your Chance To  
WIN A $5OO MACY’S GIFT CARD†

Complete the information below and deposit in the collection 
box at your local Macy’s store on Saturday, August 23, 2O14.  

See any Sales Associate for the exact location.

Name

Address

Phone

Sales Associate 
Instructions: 
1. T1 purchase 
2. Scan all merchandise.
3. Scan barcode 
4. T1 checkout
5. Tender as normal

F I N D  O U T  M O R E  at  MACYS.COM/SHOPFORACAUSE

Bring this savings pass to any Macy’s store and  

on regular, sale & clearance items, including home
— even save on most brands usually excluded!

on electrics/electronics, watches, 
furniture, mattresses, and rugs/floor coverings

*

Saturday,  August 23

100% of your $5 ticket purchase will  
benefit our mission.

on electrics/electronics, watches,  
furniture, mattresses, and rugs/floor coverings

*

It’s good to shop, Saturday, August 23, 2014

on regular, sale & clearance items, including home — even save on most brands usually excluded!

Bring this savings pass to any Macy’s store and  



Sunday, August 24th

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
East Coast Camaro Club hosts
All Vehicle Show (Third Party Fundraiser) 

201 Derry Road, Hills House Field 
Hudson, NH 

 Thursday, September 25th 
 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
 Along the Boardwalk: 
 Food, Wine and Beer Pairing 
 Black Swan Country Club 
 258 Andover Street
 Georgetown, MA 

Sunday, October 5th 
6:00 p.m. (tickets must be purchased in advance)

Keon’s 105 Bistro hosts
Wine Dinner (Third Party Fundraiser) 

105 Washington Street, Haverhill, MA 

Thursday, October 16th 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Friends of Merrimack Valley Hospice 
Annual Meeting 
Haverhill Country Club 
58 Brickett Lane, Haverhill, MA 

November 10th - 14th 
National Philanthropy Week 

Tuesday, November 18th 
5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Candles of Remembrance 
York Golf and Tennis Club 
62 Organug Road, York, ME 

Thursday, December 4th 
5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Candles of Remembrance 
Renaissance Golf Club 
377 Kenoza Street, Haverhill, MA

For more information on any of the events 
listed on our calendar, visit 
www.HomeHealthFoundation.org or 
call 978-552-4927.

From the Heart
Here are some words of gratitude from those who have been helped by Home Health 
VNA, Merrimack Valley Hospice or HomeCare, Inc. with quality, compassionate care:

Our family would like to extend our deepest appreciation 

and gratitude for all the support and exceptional care my 

father received in his final days. Everyone was so kind, caring 

and respectful of him and our family’s needs. They are truly 

remarkable people.
 ~David M.

I just want to say thank you for the recent help that was given 

to me by the VNA, especially my physical therapist. She gave 

me a lot of encouragement and always had a smile to keep 

me trying.
 - Carol G.

Thank you for your compassion during a difficult time for my 

family. I truly don’t know what I would have done without the 

help of HomeCare, Inc. I do know that we may not have been 

able to keep my mom at home and I thank you for that!

 - Anonymous

Special Events Calendar
We'd love to see you at these 
upcoming events!

To: Merrimack Valley Hospice

To: Home Health VNA

To: HomeCare, Inc.

Bereavement support is important work and takes a different path for each individual. 
But for many, what begins as a way to cope, turns into a journey of healing and hope, 
and helps to regain life and all that lies ahead. 

Merrimack Valley Hospice offers free bereavement support to all in the commu-
nity, regardless if they were on service. Bereavement services, counseling, workshops 
and events, are all made possible by charitable giving. For a partial listing of current 
programs, please see the back side of this newsletter. For more information, please call 
978-552-4537.

Finding New Tomorrows continued from inside cover

JOIN the fun

Three years later, members of the Plaistow Tuesday Group still remain close friends.



Learning to Live With Loss
Merrimack Valley Hospice
360 Merrimack Street, Lawrence, MA
2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month,  
5:00-6:30 p.m. For information and to register call 
978-552-4200        
       
Loss of an Adult Child
Merrimack Valley Hospice House
360 North Avenue, Haverhill, MA
For information and to register call 
978-552-4537 or 978-374-9257  

Widow/Widowers Group for Seniors
Merrimack Valley Hospice House
360 North Avenue, Haverhill, MA 
1st & 3rd Monday of the month 1:30-3:00 p.m.
For information and to register 
call 978-552-4528 or 978-374-9257

Children’s Bereavement Support Group
For kids 6-13
Merrimack Valley Hospice
360 Merrimack Street, Lawrence, MA
For information and to register 
call 978-552-4537
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HomeCare, Inc.
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Home Health VNA, Merrimack Valley Hospice, and HomeCare, Inc. serve more than 100 cities and 
towns in the Merrimack Valley, Northeastern MA, Southern NH and York, ME region. 

If you would like to be removed from our mailing list, please call us at 978-552-4927 or  
email info@HomeHealthFoundation.org with your contact information.

Bereavement Support Groups

We host many kinds of bereavement support groups in many local towns. These are open to anyone who has 
suffered the loss of a loved one, regardless if they have used our services. These programs are free of charge 
thanks to charitable support. For a full list of current programs, visit www.MerrimackValleyHospice.org or call 
978-552-4537.
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