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Celebrating our Volunteers!

Friends Raise $24,000 in Support of Hospice 
at Annual Spring Event
The Friends of Merrimack Valley Hospice hosted their 3rd annual Spring has 
Sprung fundraiser on April 17th and generous hearts were truly abloom as 
the event raised $24,000 to benefit Merrimack Valley Hospice House and the 
services of Merrimack Valley Hospice. Guests enjoyed a delicious brunch along 
with a floral design demonstration by Stephen Janavicus of Flowers by Steve, 
raffles of gift baskets and flower arrangements as well as fresh flowers available 
for purchase. 

Event proceeds will go toward the purchase of specialized medication and 
computer carts for the Merrimack Valley Hospice House in Haverhill. These 
carts will enable nurses to spend more time at the patient’s bedside. Additional 
funds raised throughout the year will support charitable care for those facing 
financial hardship, so that they may receive the quality, end-of-life care they 
deserve and need.

Mark your calendar! The Annual Meeting of the Friends of Merrimack 
Valley Hospice: Oct. 13, 2016 at Indian Ridge Country Club, Andover, MA

Each spring we take time to celebrate and recognize the many volunteers who 
generously give their time to Merrimack Valley Hospice and the agencies of Home 
Health Foundation. On April 12th, close to 200 volunteers gathered at Haverhill 
Country Club for a reception honoring them for the time and talent they so 
willingly give to continue our mission of compassion and caring.

“We are most fortunate to have the support of the many volunteers who bring a 
variety of skills and talents to our team, said John Albert, President and CEO.  “As 
volunteers, you generously donate your time, and tonight we applaud you for your 
kindness and commitment to the health and wellbeing of our community.”

In 2015, over 5,000 hours were contributed by volunteers who spent time visiting 
with patients, helping with bereavement programs, working at fundraising events, 
making phone calls and supporting patients and their families in so many ways.

To learn more about volunteer opportunities, visit: homehealthfoundation.org/
volunteers or email: VolunteerManager@homehealthfoundation.org

Volunteers receive their annual pins from John 
Albert, President and CEO, to mark the year of 
service they have given.



Special Events Calendar
We'd love to see you at these 
upcoming events!

A Fair to Remember: 
Food, Wine, Beer Pairing 
and Silent Auction
Mark your calendars for the event of the 
season! Join Merrimack Valley Hospice for 
this year’s Food, Wine Beer Pairing and 
Silent Auction: A Fair to Remember on 
Thursday, September 22nd at the Black 
Swan Country Club in Georgetown, MA.

At the largest fundraiser to benefit 
Merrimack Valley Hospice, guests will 
experience the festive atmosphere of our very own “County Fairgrounds”, enjoy-
ing food, beverages and entertainment while bidding on silent auction prizes. We 
hope you will be a part of this year’s success!  

Plan to attend this fun-filled event with your friends or family, or you can help to 
prepare! We are looking for Auction Committee volunteers as well as volunteers 
for set-up on September 21 and 22. Donations of silent auction prizes are now 
being accepted. 

If you have any questions or would like to support, please call (978) 552-4927 or 
visit MerrimackValleyHospice.org/silent-auction. 

Summer Break - a children’s bereavement 
program for kids ages 6-14
Thursday, July 21, 2016
9:30 am – 2:00 pm
Winnekenni Castle, Haverhill, MA 
For information and to register, call 
978-552-4510

35th Annual All Vehicle Show
East Coast Camaro Club to benefit 
Merrimack Valley Hospice
Sunday, August 21, 2016
8:00 am – 3:00 pm
Hills House Field, Hudson, NH
EastCoastCamaroClub.com

A Fair to Remember - Annual Food, Wine, 
Beer Pairing and Silent Auction
Thursday, September 22, 2016
5:30 pm – 8:30 pm
Black Swan Country Club
Georgetown, MA 
MerrimackValleyHospice.org/Silent-Auction

Annual Meeting - Friends of Merrimack 
Valley Hospice
Thursday, October 13, 2016
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Indian Ridge Country Club, Andover, MA 
MerrimackValleyHospice.org/Annual-
Meeting

York Candles of Remembrance
York Hospital Hospice
Thursday, November 3, 2016
York Harbor Inn, York, ME 
MerrimackValleyHospice.org/York-Candles

Haverhill Candles of Remembrance
Merrimack Valley Hospice
Thursday, November 17, 2016
Renaissance Golf Club, Haverhill, MA 
MerrimackValleyHospice.org/Haverhill-
Candles

For more information on any of the 
events listed on our calendar, visit 
HomeHealthFoundation.org/events or call 
978-552-4927.

See all the great 
things you’ve 
helped accomplish! 
Each year we create an Annual 
Donor Report to showcase the 
work of our agencies that is 
possible through the financial 
generosity of people like you! 
The annual report also includes a 
list of our supporters in calendar 
year 2015 as well as those for 
whom memorial or tribute gifts 
were made. 

You may find a copy 
of the report online at 
HomeHealthFoundation.org/
annual-report-2015



Become a Friend!
The Friends of Merrimack Valley Hospice is an 
all-volunteer service organization formed by a 
group of passionate individuals, many of whom 
have been touched by the services of hospice. The 
group works to support hospice patients and their 
families by raising awareness and funds through 
yearly activities. Annual dues are $40 for an indi-
vidual, $60 for a household and $100 for a busi-
ness membership. Lifetime memberships are also 
available. New members are always welcome! For 
more information, visit MerrimackValleyHospice.
org/friends or call 978-552-4927.

A Tribute to Our Community Advocates
The Legacy of Leading pays tribute to those who show great support of the 
health and well-being of our community, as well as a commitment to the 
mission of the agencies of Home Health Foundation.

On April 7th, 250 guests honored Mark J. and Susan M. Cocozza and Lane 
A. Glenn, Ph.D at this annual benefit dinner. In their acceptance remarks, 
each shared a very personal experience that added special meaning to the 
fundraiser. 

Dr. Lane Glenn, President of Northern Essex Community College spoke of 
the ways the agencies partner with the college to educate a healthcare work-
force, and of the shared history and commitment to the Greater Lawrence 
community. Dr. Glenn then recounted his best friend’s recent stay at the 
Hospice House in Haverhill during his final weeks.

“We take great satisfaction in knowing that our commitment to Home 
Health Foundation has helped many receive compassionate care…. Little 
did we know or expect that we would personally benefit from our gifts,” said 
Mark Cocozza as he addressed the room. Five years ago, his father needed 
care at Merrimack Valley Hospice House; it was the first time he and his 
wife personally experienced the place they helped to fund in 2009. Susan 
described the serene and peaceful setting as an unexpected respite from the 
hustle and bustle of a hospital environment. “Not only did the staff care for 
Dad as their patient, but for all of us as a part of his family.” 

Seeing the impact of your donation and possibly helping someone you know, 
makes giving to a local charity special. When someone tells you they were 
cared for by Home Health VNA, Merrimack Valley Hospice or HomeCare, 
Inc. we hope you feel good knowing that you helped to deliver that care.

Those who experience the care of Home Health VNA, Merrimack 
Valley Hospice, or HomeCare, Inc. understand the important work 
that our agencies do. Whether our staff visited your home for years, 
months or weeks, or just for a short time, we hope that they made a 
lasting impression with their compassion and expertise in your care. 

We are honored to have served you and we welcome you to be part 
of helping to make a difference in the lives of others. Perhaps you 
attended the April Spring has Sprung fundraiser brunch and flower 
show, or plan to join us for the annual Food, Wine, Beer Pairing 
and Silent Auction this September.

This newsletter shares some of the ways people like you are helping 
to continue our caring for others in the community when they need 
our assistance. Thank you for being part of this special work and for 
sharing with others the ways we may have helped you. 

Warm wishes! 

Friends of
Merrimack Valley Hospice



Hiking for a Cause 
Hal’s mother, Lillian Margolis, was a long-time advocate of 
home health and hospice care. She was introduced to it when 
Home Health VNA helped her during recovery for a broken hip. 
From then on, she supported the work of Home Health VNA, 
Merrimack Valley Hospice and HomeCare, 
Inc. She was a volunteer for Merrimack 
Valley Hospice for 17 years, in addition to 
her ongoing financial support and help in 
funding Merrimack Valley Hospice House.

Lillian herself needed hospice in the Fall 
of 2014 and peacefully passed in her own 
home on the services of Merrimack Valley 
Hospice on November 2, Hal’s 60th 
birthday. 

To honor his mother and her passion 
for dignity and caring for others, Hal 
wanted to carry on her legacy. He pledged 
to donate $50,000 to Merrimack Valley 
Hospice to start the Lillian P. Margolis 
Charitable Fund if his family, friends, 
and colleagues would match his $50,000. 
To demonstrate how serious he was, 
he made his donation on November 2, 
2015 and committed to hiking the entire 

Appalachian Trail beginning on his mother’s birthday, May 13, 
2016. His goal was to complete it and have all the funds raised 
by November 2, 2016, his birthday and Lillian’s memorial 
anniversary. 

As you read this, Hal is well into the first leg of his hike and 
total funds raised are nearing the goal. Through his effort, the 

Lillian P. Margolis Charitable Care Fund 
will provide subsidized care for dozens, if not 
hundreds, of people in financial need who 
turn to Merrimack Valley Hospice House in 
the coming years.

Hal’s third party fundraiser is larger than 
most, but everyone can be part of supporting 
charitable care through the second phase 
of A Compassionate Journey campaign 
for Merrimack Valley Hospice House.  The 
journey continues and donations of all sizes 
help.  

Do you want to plan a fundraiser? We can 
help get you started! Please call Christine at 
978-552-4525 or visit homehealthfoundation.
org/thirdparty for more information. 

Visit www.HLCTakesAHike.com to see where 
Hal is along his trek! 

Helping Through an Unexpected Illness 
After suffering from worrisome symptoms, Stefanie was diagnosed with a brain 
tumor. With surgery scheduled several months out, her doctors connected her 
to Home Health VNA for therapy and skilled nursing that would help ease her 
worsening symptoms and speed her recovery after surgery. 

The team of VNA caregivers made sure Stefanie’s home was made safe with her loss 
of balance and vision. They provided therapy for the physical impairments caused 
by the tumor. And they kept her on track with reminders of ordinary tasks and 
daily chores that were becoming increasingly difficult as memory lapses became 
more frequent. These home care providers allowed Stefanie to prepare for surgery, 
calmed her fears, and improved her strength so she would have a shorter recovery 
and return to the active life she had led before. Just six months after her surgery, 
Stefanie resumed her studies at a local community college earning an A in her first 
class!

Home Health VNA clinicians provide medical care for all types of patients in their 
home before and after major medical procedures, following an acute illness, or 
managing a chronic condition. Thank you to those who 
support the important work of the nurses, therapists, 
social workers, and aides who help patients receive the 
care and support they needed at a most critical and 
vulnerable time in their lives.

“The encouragement and care that they provided to 
help me, physically and emotionally, got me through 
this difficult time and got me back to my life!”

Hal Curtis began the start of his 
6 month hike on the Appalachian 
Trail in Connecticut on May 13th.

Turn your Old Car into 
Great Care!
We accept vehicle donations. 

Call 866-392-4483 today or go to 
DonateForCharity.com. Specify Home 
Health VNA or Merrimack Valley and 
they take care of the rest!



The Gift of Time and Talent
Volunteers are important to our work and help 
extend the range of support throughout the 
greater community.  Merrimack Valley Hospice 
and York Hospital Hospice have opportunities 
to volunteer in many ways – spending time with 
hospice patients and their families, assisting 
in the administrative offices or at fundraising 
events, sewing keepsake memories for someone 
who has lost a loved one, or checking in with 
patients by phone.  

We welcome all types of volunteers to support 
patients and families, but often have a particular 
need for:

• Veterans
• Bilingual (English/Spanish) 
• Licensed massage therapists (in MA, NH and 

ME)
• Weekend volunteers at the Hospice House, 

including the kitchen
• People who live in Lawrence, Greater Lowell 

or the Berwick, ME area
• Volunteers for the Pediatric Palliative Care 

team in the Danvers/Peabody and Lowell area
•  Sewing enthusiasts to make teddy bears for 

the Keepsake Program

We offer training and ongoing education to all 
volunteers, as they are critical members of our 
team of supporters and care providers.

If you are able to share the gift of your time 
or talent, please call 978-552-4522 or email: 
VolunteerManager@homehealthfoundation.org

Our Employees Are Donors Too!
Every day, our employees make a difference in the lives of patients and their 
families by providing the highest level of care to the community. They see the 
impact of the care we provide and want to ensure it is available to all.

“Doorways to Compassionate Giving” is an employee philanthropy program, 
committed to supporting the patients served by the agencies of the Home 
Health Foundation.  During the year, 30% or more of our staff choose to 
donate to Home Health VNA, Merrimack Valley Hospice and HomeCare, Inc. 

"It takes a team to do good work....and the work we do is important,” says Gaby 
Harrison, CPNP, IBCLC. “It’s a privilege to help support the organization. It’s 
like buying stock in a company you work for....I believe in it.”

Like you, our staff is truly committed to the care we provide, and personally 
help to enrich programs, support under or uninsured patients, purchase special-
ized technology, and fund patient and family resources. 

Supporting the care they are passionate about 
delivering, Shayndel Kahn, Chaplain; Michelle 
Jegorow, LCSW; Gaby Harrison, CPNP; and 
Maura Power, Child Life Specialist participate in 
“Doorways to Compassionate Giving”.

in partnership with Merrimack Valley Hospice

Donations to York Hospital Hospice help continue the caring work 
of hospice in the greater York region and offer subsidized care to 
those in financial need. Thank you for assisting us in caring for this 
community through your generosity and kindness.

Rolling Through the Villages of York 
and Coastal Southern Maine
There are a lot of miles to drive when delivering care at the homes of 
those served by York Hospital Hospice. You may see a few vehicles used 
by our visiting clinical staff beginning this June. Be sure to give a wave!



Do you know someone who 
would be great addition to 
our team? 
Home Health VNA, Merrimack Valley Hospice 
and HomeCare, Inc. employs some of the 
most experienced, talented clinicians and para-
professionals to deliver quality and compassionate 
care in the homes of those we serve every day.

To see positions currently available, please visit 
HomeHealthFoundation.org/Careers

Would you like your donation to last all year?
Sign up for monthly donations and your support will last all year! Our 
sustaining donors find monthly payments easier to budget and they 
feel good about helping the agencies to receive support all year long.

Learn more online at HomeHealthFoundation.org/monthly-giving 
or call 978-552-4171
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